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SEPTEMBER OPD CHAPTER MEETING SPEAKER

MIKE BECKNELL: "IS GRANNY CRAZY?"

Mike Becknell, First Vice President of the South Carolina Genealogical Society from Jonesville, SC made a
presentation at our September meeting on locating records associated with mental illness and insanity when
researching family history.
His information was broken into three areas for locating documents.

1. County records that included probate court records, court of equity records, commissioners of the poor
reports and coroner's inquisition. If your ancestor had an unsound mind, the will would not be recorded
and declared invalid. The Pendleton County Poor House report was listed in the newspaper for the years
1808-1925 in which others in the community were paid to care for the paupers (indicating a possible
mental disorder). The coroner's inquisition would state if the there was a suicide or murder indicating a
possible mental problem.

2. State records that included the South Carolina lunatic asylum admissions books 1828-1947. Information
can be found in Brent Holcomb's South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral Research Vols. 27-33; 1999-
2005, Record of Admissions to the State Hospital.

3. Federal records that included population schedules 1840-1880 and the 1880 3-D Census-Dependent,
Defective and Delinquent census composed of seven supplemental schedules:
1) Insane 2) Idiots 3) Deaf-mutes 4) Blind 5) Homeless children 6) Inhabitants in prison

7) Paupers and the indigent.

Mike recommended reading material: Tinkley, Michael and
Debi Hacker: Dealing with Death: The Use and Loss of
Cemeteries by the SC State Hospital in Columbia, South
Carolina. (Columbia, SC: Chicora Foundation; 2001) and
McCandless, Peter: Moonlight & Madness: Insanity in South
Carolina from the Colonial Period to the Progressive Era.
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press; 1996).
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Rendered during 1916. this highly detailed panoramic view of the Bull Streel campus
illuslrates Ihc facility's size. Imago courtesy South Carolina Department of Mental
Health.
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