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PR$SIDENTS MI.]SSAG.U

tloT€ -uoar half of the year has passed and we noH Teall,ze r,irat nenbers are
eerger io nake contrluutlons, I hope thai, at our September rreeLltrg, He may
have reports fron wir.rran AIJ.good on the P:.cxcns County cemetery project anC
i-rom Ed Veoder on h1s conpllatlon of the PendLeton r.Jplscopal Church rec-ords
which he is dolng pri-vately,

i'iy aife and I as weJl as a coupre of others from here attend.ed. rhe AnnuaJ-
:itate'r'orkshop at Oolurnbla College o'r July t0. rrr€ sp€&kers and those i+ho
planned tfre neetlng are to 0e conga"uJ.ated on the scope and deprn or Lne
rronference" One r:f the best presentatlons was oy iSeverly Snu-Ler Hno r{lai make
rhe sane presenr.atlon to our Chapter ln Novenoer.

lne Annual Meering of t,he State Soclety wJ"1"1 be held Saturday, Uc.tober io
i., rlaij.orr. More later at our neetlngs.

l l rs.  L;n 3;c;1:. : 'd.enons:: lJ. ted'-nat genealog"y can be 41ar* rr f  \J.-<tr ,air  a5
taught in s,:fiogl. vc€ snouJ.d be wlIli.ng to pursue this ldea f)rrther. ,ihy
qnouldn'i. eactr ot' us 1-nvlte hlstory teachers uhat xe know uo our nee-L:.h6s?

-L an asl<lng thai you }lst the nar,nes of Fauni-ly Assoclationsj {lLn nanes
and eddresses of thelr  Hlstor lans (perforce geneaJ-oglstsJ. i {e can use th.ts
i-nfcrrnatior, for speakers and. potenrlaL new nembers.

r (  e  C .  Ne t t l es ,  P res iCen l
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.).: 

'. 
. 

' t-:- :-.]-:a,:r,-':t , 1l'.1 ::.+ 
',: 

1. j( 
'/..'t. 

.

a ^ a.-1" :"-t,?':'r:'ii::.ti j.9cZ

:;l i i l i , l i i l : ,- Speak-er, i ' i lss r'altb Clayton of our own ihapter. f l lost. nf r.rs larr
benefit from a reml-i ider that real rrroof ls necessarv"

I,q' i iu?oljri, i t ' i9i iz
i i ) i iA:  Oi i  GEl ' l i l r iLOCY -  3peaker,  r i .  I i .  Yates wno ls 'one cf  ru-r  neHesl  lnenoe.r 's .

{e can always r-ise some fresh vlewpolnts,)i i  oi-ir iavorite ir i: 'bby.
'i.o 

riOViltlBl,n 1982
liitlitATlCr\S - Speaxer, Beverly Shuler whr: ed.its r,he rirlil{LDn iler topic

covers South CaroLtnlans and where they came fron. Thls shor:1d
be a.n especlally lnterestlng subjec-r.

'#

The Edltors Bu11etln Board ls belng omitted from thls tssue of the News-
]etter to provld.e room for ihe rather lengthy artlcle on the formatlon of
South Carollna Countles.

ROBERT E. BASB
The South Carollna Genealoglcal Soclety has suffered. a great loss and we

are all sadd.ened by the passlng on July !), al age 16, of ltobert U. Babb, Past
Presldent of SCGS. Before retlrement, Mr. Babb xas an englneer Hlth S, C.
Electrlc & Gas Co. and llved ln Charleston. He was also actlve ln the S, C.
Hlstorlcal Soclety. l{1s xork resulted in the nlcroflche of eemeteries coverlng
nuctr of the state. Ou! copy Has glven -Lo Clenson Unlverslty Llbrary.



SOJTH CAROLINA COTINTTES

oy

Edwln H. Vedder

South Carollna Countles, as they exlst today, carne lnto betng ln a nanner mucb
nore compllcated. than ln most states. The problem ls dlfflcult for genealogtsts
because of the entanglement of adnlnlstratlve and judlclal termlnology and bound-
arles. Adnlnlstratlve, electlon and. judlclal boundarles have not colnclded. AII
of thls creates a major problen of knonlng where to look for records ln a glven
tine s1nn.

It ls the purpose of thls paper to show the evolutlon of todays countles as
adnlnlstratlve unlts whlch orlglnated as essentlally Clrcutt Court Dlstrlcts.
Thls should be of help to genealoglsts ln flndlng records. Horever, the detailed
changes of boundarles may stlll requlre searchlng 1n a nearby county or ln the
State Archlves ln Colunbia. The followlng note ln "Gulde Maps to the Developmenr.
of South Carollna Parlshes, Dlstrlets and Countles" compiled by South Carollna
Departrnent of Archives and l{lstory tells the problem, "These naps are intended
as a rough gulde to hlstorlcal research, not as a conpletel-y accurate plctr-rre of'
consLantly changlng jurlsdlctlons - admlnlstratlve, e)-ectoral anC jud!"clal. .i 'o:r
tiie exact status of any,one area at any given tlme, stud.y of the approurlate
-ef.aiutes l-s necess&r|. "

'l 'his paper xlll fl-rst trace the broad hlstorlcal plcture cf the evoiutlorr ci'
the counties and then shox ln tabular form how each present county cane t,c be as
welr as what happened and when to earlier countles or Dlstrlcts, Judicial l-iis-'-
rlcts ar:e lncluded only as they were geographlcally the parent area of th.e
present count les.

To u.uote frorn the South Carollna i{lstorlcal l ' lagazlne: "The F\rndamenral.
Clorrstltutlons of Carollna, drawn by the Lord hoprletors 1n t6690 stated 8:ric
- - . - i -  n - - - - r . - - -  - L ^ a 1  l . -  J t - . t J ^ J  l - - + ^  - ^ r . - - r t - - l  d - - -  -  -  ^
n : : v i c .  . i r v v i i t c a  , ; h a ] - ] ,  b e  i l j - v i d e d  l i . ^ t r o  c , : i i i ' r t i g S r .  v v r r i ) u \ { u - - i r L . ! j . r  i & 1  v s - :  . i r , '  : - r .  I , ; .  ^ , , r ,

{R:.- .-o 4r :1; l l ' !  gn. i i r  r ; ,?re i i . . )seu, i i re Proprietors. in L66zo crd.ereci  anree count ier.
Ia:d out. Berkeley County, centerlng around Charleston, extended fron tne Stono
rliver on the South to Seewee Creek (Present day Awend.aw uteckl emptylng in*"o Bulis
3ay on the north. Craven County was to I1e north of Berkeleyt and. beiow Berkeley.
ilolleton extended to the Combahee Rlver. Later, a fourth county, Granvllle,
was lalo or.rt between the Conbahee and the Savannah Rivers."

"These early count ies never ful ly l lved up to the role-s appotntedfor then.
ilnrlng the flrst thlrd of the eLghteenth century, the trrarlshes of the establish-.
ecL Anglican Church became the electlon dlstrlcts; the -tserkeley tloun'.y courts
extended their: authorlty throughout the whole provlnce and vlrtually ;-rJ-i goverrr-
nent was centrallzed in Charleston. The names o1'the old counties ucnr,inued i:r
use untll the Amerlcan Revolutlon, but largely as a mearls of locatfurg lands 5g:ant-
ed cr sold and as the jurlsdlctlon of Mllltla unlts. "

L769 - In L769, the hovlnce Has divlded into seven Clrcult Court Dlstrict-s.
Note the use of the te:n "Dlstrlct". Below a 1lne runnlng generally from. sourh-
west to northeast about J0 mlles from the seacoast, three Dlstrlcfs were forned,

Georgetown - From the North Carollna llne to the Santee"
Charleston - Between the Combahee and the Sa.ntee.
Beaufort - Between the Conbahee and the Savannah.

The other four rere
Cheraws - Northeast of Georgetown to the Lynches Rlver on the west.
Camden - l 'Jest of Cheraws to the Santee-Congaree-Broad Rlver system.
Ninety slx - Southwest of the Canden DlstrLct.
Orangeburg - South of Nlnety slx Dlstrlst.

Eae.| of the seven Clrorlt Court Dlstrlcts had a courthouse toxn of the same
nane except Cheraws Dlstrlct Court was at Long Bluff.
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17Bq - After the Revolut lon, cor:nt les were lald out 1n each of the seven
Clrctrit Court Dlstricts whlch had been establlshed ln 1769, Tn 1786, County
Courts were authorlzed to do many thlngs prevlously permltted only at Oharleston.
The ex-ceptions were ln Georgetorm, Charleston and Beaufort whlch were not
requlred to set up County Courts. Orangeburg Dlstrlct also soon was aLlot+ed to
dlscard then. Several  of  these count les were abol lshed In I79t,  Most of the
other counties survlved to become ancestors of the present ones. Establlshment
of the countles and County Courts did not ellmlnate the old Clrcult Courts whlch
contlnued. to sit at t.he Dlstrlct capltals.

g% - llqulty Court Dlstrlcts were establlshed but overlaylng and havlng no
r:elatlonshlp to Circult Court Dlstrlcts. Thls dlstrlctlng was cha.nged Ln L799,
L808 and 182L when all Clrcult Court Dlstrlcts except Cheraws had an Equity Couri.

1BC0 - There was much dlssatlsfactlon with the County Courts so they were
dlscontlnued., Each exlstlng county became a Dlstrlct Instead of a County and the
old Distrlct, names oll l4ashlngton, Plnclcrey, Nlnety slx, Camden and Cheraws vanlsh-
ed. Other Di.str lct  names cont lnued.

Setween 1800 ana 1868, several, terrltorlal cnanges were made and new lJlstrlcts
sreated. Fendlcton Dlstr lct  was broken up ln 1d26,

LB6B - AI- l  Di-str icLs becarne known as Count les.
186L to ptuqgLt - Many new countles were createo. by partlt.lonlng o1d.er ones,

!]YOLUTIO.I OF COLNTIbS AND DISTKICTS

l'he follcr.' lng tabulatlon shows t.ne steps of evolutlon of' each County or Dlst-
ri;1, regarCless of whether lt has survlved to the present day. Those wlth an a-.ter-
lsk besld-e Lhen are i ,odays count les. The let ter " l )"  ln the tabulat lon neans Dlst-
.':. ' l.c-t.. i.l ihel-1{'t.:r, ' i.hfi nanes ar:e fo:: count.les.

..ril3bVI;,1,r i.cjob

AIKEN

* ANDERSO{' 1868

* BAMBERG 1897

* BARNWELL 1868

SLBKELEY 1683

,t 3E.RKE[,EY 1882

r  Abbevl i le I l .  f800; rrobevi i . re | ' ld; ,) i  . ' r  i i : t - ty : , ix D, ' -?(, ' )"

;  Edgef leld 1868; Edgef leld D. 1BO0; r idgef leld L?85,
1 Orangeburg 186,81 Orangeburg D, I?69.
;  Barnnel l  1868; Sarnwel l  D. 1800; wlnton I?85, lnactLve;

Orangeburg D. 1769.
;  Lex1n6;ton JB68; Lexlngton D. 180t.r ;  Orangeburg ! .  L?69.

* ALLF,NDATE i9t9 ; Barnwell 1858; 3arnne11 D. 1800; rilnton
Orangeburg D. 1759,

; i{arnpton 18781, Seaufort 1868; Beaufo::t D.
1785, lnasblve; Beaufort  D" I?69,

3 Anderson D. L826; Pend.leton D. 18Ot+; Pendleton L7891
Nlnety slx D. 17851 Indlan land.

;  3arnwel1 1858; Barnwel l  D. 1800; rJlnton I?85, lnact lvei
Orangeburg D. I?69,

; Barnwell D. 1800; rJlnton 7785, lnactlve; Orangeburg D.
1769.

BARTHOLC)I"IE\I 1785, lnactlve (Approxlmately the sarne as later Colleton Co, /D, ) i
Charleston D. L769,

(Not ttre same as the present Berkeley County. Had. jurlsd.lct-
j-on over the whole provlnce rintll L769)

; Charleston 18683 Charleston D. L?69,

1785, lnact lve;

1800 i Bear:fort
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* BII.{UFORT 1868 ; Beaufort D. 1B0O; Beaufort L785, lnactlve; Beaufort D. L769
(Nearly the same as Granvllle D. forrned ln 1710)

* CALHOJN 1908 3 Lexlngton 1858; Lexlngton D" 18d+; Lexington L785, j"nact-
lve; Orangehrre D" L769"

I Orangeburg tA58; Orangeburg D" t759'

CAI'1DEN D. i?69 (Obsotete 18d+)

*lmAtlls D. L?69 (obsolete 1800J

CARI'ERET t6B3 (Obsolete)

* CHARLESTON 1868 Charleston D. 1769.

CHAnLESTON D. I?69 (Obsolete 1858)
* CI{EROKEE 189? i Unlon 18681 Unlon D. 1B0r+ (shlfted from Nlnety s1x D to

Plncloney D. I79t,
tf CI{!]STER 1858 ; Chester D" 1800 (Shlf+,ed fron Camden D" to PJ-nci<ney D. L79L)t

tlhester t?851 Carnden D, 1.769.

+ {IFIJSTURI-IdLD 1868 ; Chesterfleld D" 1BO0; rlhest.erfleLd 1'185; Cheraws D" L769.

(LAiibi,lONT 1785 \Abso::bed. lnto Sunter 1BOO, obsoletel; Carnden D. L769,
x Ci"ARuNDON 1858 ; iJlarendon D" L85i; iiuint.er 1800; Clarendon L7B5t CanCen Lr,

LZo9 ,

C0ll,ll 'Ifii 1682 (Never f'unctloned. See Berkeley,
{ ,ALi,E1T.W 1858 i Colieton D. 1800; Coll.eion L?85, lnactlve; Charles'uoo i). 1.'169,

r ) {  ! f  u l l r  . i  L Q - ,  i  l J ^ . . , : -  f , , - , . . . - {  ^ , ,  1 n  c r . n  1 1 . , r i - n ' i  c . .  !
: J \ - _ /  

\ : 1 . .  
. . -  ' 2 r ! . \ ' j  

/ .

. j jr.nlrn-,rrr{'l Ldbb ; Darj_Ington D. 1.8C0; jjarlingto| t'78)i Cherawsr D. I?6'j.

* llJ-"t,LCN 1910 ; Marlon 186E; I' larlon D. 1800 (Part of what was known as

Llberty Co. I?85 to 1800);  Geor6;eiown D" L769,

+ DOilCircSlER 1897 ; Berkei-ey 1882; Charieston 18b8; Charleston D. 1769,
;  Col leton 18681 Col ieton lJ" 16t lO; Col leton 1785, lnact lve;

CharLeston D. 1769,

* dl-r6iri.,i irlD 1868 ; iidgefleld D. 1B0C; !)dgefield 1785t Nhety six D, L769"

{ r'Art?F IRT,n 1868 ; Falrf' lerd Ii" 1800; i 'airfielci I?85e Carnden t}. 1759,

* FLCRiINCE 18BB ; Marlon 1858; ltarlon D. i800 (Part of irhat rsas known as;
Liberty Co. L?85 La l8ctO7; Georgetown D. t769"

; Darllngton 18581 Darllngtott D. 1800: Darllngton 17851
Cherans D. L769.

; Clarendon 1858; Clarend.orr D. 1855i Sunter D, 1800i C1aren-
don i785; Carnden D. 1769.

; irji l l larnsburg 1868; !{tll iamsburg D" lBAl; dil}iamsbvrg LIBJ'
inactive; Georgetown L769 "

* GEORGET0I.IN 1868 ; Georgetonn D, 1800; Georgetovtt L785, inactive; Georgetown
L?69 "

CEORGETOI.JN D. L759 (obsolete i800)

GRANVILLE D. I?rc - V85 (See Beaufort. Obso1eteT.

GRANVTT,LE 1785 (Part of Beauforb D. Never functloned as a county. It had once
been a part of the o1d Granville D. )
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* cREniVILLE 1858 i Greenvllle D. 1800; Greenvllle L786i Nlnety slx D. L?69.

* GR.EENUOOD 189? 9 Abbevll1e 1858; Abbevllle D. 1800; Abbevllle I785t Nlnety
s lx  D.  L769.

; &lgefleld 1868; Edgef'leld D. 1800; ildgefteld L785i Nlnety
s ix  D.  L769,

t( I{AMPTO{ 1B7B ; Beaufort 1868; Beaufort D. 1800; Beaufort t785, lnactlve;
Beaufort D. 1769,

HILTON 1785, lnactlve; Beaufort D. I?69,
* HORRY 1868 ; Horry D. 1801 (Ortglnally fo:med L?85 as Klngston ln George-

town D. but was lnactlve); Georgetown D. 1769,

* JASPER 1912 I Beauforb 186B; .Beaufort D. L769.
I Ha:npton IBZB; Beaufort 1868r Beaufort D. L769.

)+ KEjlSfLAh 1868 ; Kershax D. t8r)0i Kershaw i.'79Li Lancaster t785; Canden D"
\'169 "

; .r.'airfieLd. 17851 Cander, Lr. 1769,
; Rlchl-and '1785; Camderi D, 171t9,

Kri,ii;srf,li \gee ri.r.r:.y7, ; dlaremonL 1785; Carndeir D. \76').

* LANCA*qi'llh 1i168 ; Lancaster IJ. 1SOU: .i,ancaster L?BJi i-liemden D. 2?69_
tf LAulrhi.Ncj 1858 ; Laurens D. 1B0o; Laurens r?B5t Nlnet,y slx D. r?6g,
+ LEr. 1q(r2 ; Di*l lngton 1868; J-larl ingt,c.n D. 18001 Darl lngton 1785;

- ; :e l ; i ;s  v .  ; ' ia ' t ,

; ;ffi::'t'i!3 l'ffi;:",;:"i:"":i;i;l:'
LtswlSiJiJRt '  L?85 qr^bol is ired L79L, About:rane as later (h. lhoun/;  Orangebur:g D. I l6c2.

* l.ur'rNc'i'oN tB6B , 
i;Iy*ton 

D, 1.804; Lextngton r?85, tnactive; orangeburg u,
- t  J / a

LI idRTY 1785, lnact lve; ( ieorgefown Lr,  ! ' /69. 1Arso, see Dtl- lon and. I , iar1on7

LINCOLN 1785, lnact ive; Beaufort  D. 1769"
'(  MCCORMTL?. 1.916 ;  Edgef lerd 1858; l ,dgef ierd D. 1Bo0; Edgef ield r?85t

N l n e t y  s l x  D .  i 7 t 9 ,
;  Abbevl l le 1B5B; Abbevi l te D" 1800; Abbevlt te I?B5t Ntnety

s ix  D.  L769,
; Greenwooti lB97 \See Greenwood for lts orlgln) "

MARIO,{ 1785 ( Inactl"ve. Obsolete ) i Charleston L?69 .

* l ' lARIOil{ 1B5t ; l ' larlon {l. 18C0 (Part of Llberty Co. 1?85 whlch never f'unct-
lonedT;  Ceorgetown D"  L769.

* MARLSORC 1.8b8 ; Marlboro D. 1800; Marlboro t785; Cheraws D. t?69,
* NEwBtrRRY 1868 ;  Newberry D. 1800; Newberly 7785t Nlnety slx D" L769"

NINETY SLr D. I?69 (Obsolete IBOO)
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* OCONIII I  1858 ;  Pickens D, tB25; Pendleton D. 1804; fendleton l7\9i
Nlnety six D, 7785; Indlan land.

ORANGE 1785 (Abol lshed I79t) ;  Oransebure L769"

* ORANGEBURG 1868 ; Lbrangeburg j.r. t?69,

ORANGEIURG D. 1769 \Obsotete 1868).

PEI'IDLIITON D. t8d+ (Obsolete 1826); Pendleton i7B9; Ninety slx D. I7B5; Ind-tan t-and..

rr  I IOTENS 1868 ;  Plckens D. LB26; Pendleton J. 18Crt+; pendleton I?B9r Nlnery
slx Lr" IZ69i Inr l lan land"

PIN{XNEY D.  1291 (Obso}e te  i8 ry+ i .

* RICIILAND 1868 ; itienl-a.nd D. 1BCO; tr:l.chland I.l '85t Jemden ij. \?69,

SALB{ l?9I (,.Obso-l-e'te 1B0t). lee Su.'nter D.7

r sA]. t lDA. 1895 i  cd.eef ierd 1868; ddgef ieto t- i .  iB00; rdeef ierd l?85;
., lnety six .ii.r. !7o9,

Si*t!,hSBUriY I'185 (Part of' Beaufort D. r\ever functloned7,
* sPA-RTAiiSuRG ttl66 ; Sper::tanburg JJ. tB00; 3par1;c"nbure 1Z$: lpart of Ntnety

six D, 1785-L791, oart  cf  PlncJ<ney D. i?91-1gOO; t i lnety
sJ..x D. 1".269,

+ StiMTlF iB68 ; saL.n D, L?git claremont t?8.5i camderr D" L?59,
I f,Iarendon 178 5 I r,Jan Ccn j-) . 17 69 .

*  I t i . t  l ( , t \  id f ,H  i  . , ; ' ,1or r  L .  779I ;  Un lon  L7B5;  N:_nety  r1x  ; l  
"  JT69 "

+Al ir l ING' l 'ON t785 lyart  of  Uharleston D. Never act lvated)

{ASHINGTON D, i791 (ei :olJ.shed. lBC}/t . ) ;  t l reenvi l le 1/86.;  Nineiy si . t  D. 1769.
;  Pendleton L789; Nlnety slx D, 1.?69, Indlan Land.

sr Ii-.I TON l See BannwelJ .r
l / lNYAW 1785, lnact lve; Georgetown D. I ' /69,

* I{ILLIAIISBUh.G 1858 ; l{il l lamsburg D. 18d+; r,llLtlansbuz'g 1785, lnauctlve;
Georgetown D. 1769,

* YORK 1868 ; Iork D. LB00; lork I?85; (fart of.r-ta,nden O. unt1l \?gL,
then lnrt of Pinckney D. until 1800).
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We regret to announce the recent deaths of both Mrs. ,Jerone (Ruby7 i ieel
who was last years Secretary of our Chapter and aiso her husba"nd. They
aC.lve genealoglsts and we rt l l l  rnlss them great ly. I
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